Evidence for a role of brain thyrotropin-releasing hormone (TRH) on stress gastric lesion formation in rats.
Specific polyclonal antibodies raised against synthetic thyrotropin-releasing hormone (TRH) infused intracerebroventricularly (ICV) significantly decreased gastric lesions induced by cold restraint stress. The antiulcer effect of immunologic blockade of brain TRH was specific. Normal rabbit serum or antibodies raised against somatostatin, alpha-MSH, Leu-enkephalin, gonadotropin-releasing hormone and atrial natriuretic factor were ineffective. These findings suggest that brain TRH may play an important role in experimental stress ulcer formation.